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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

October  1983  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  Dec- 
ember 1,  1983,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2004- MT  Elmer  M.  Konzen,  900  S.  12th  St.,  Marion,  Iowa  52302 

(World  Types) 

2005- MT  Peter  Kronfeld,  5246  Mt.  Alifan  Drive,  San  Diego,  Calif.  92111 

(West  Europe,  British  Commonwealth) 

2006- MT  Dr.  Yakup  Mehmet,  #201,  730  - 2 Ave.  NW,  Calgary,  Alberta, 

Canada  T2N  0E3  --  (Islamic  & Turkish  Coinage) 

2007  Ralph  A.  White,  1602  N.  7th  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  17102 
(World  Types) 


***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 

received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation 


Preference  of  Use 


BLACKBURN,  Milt 
BRIGGS,  David 
CHARLES,  Bernie 
CHARLES,  Bernie 
EISEN,  Stuart  T. 
Wildwood  Elks  Lodge 


18  Coins  (NVS) 

2 Coins  ($25.00) 

5 Coins  (NVS) 

19  Coins  ($255.00) 
$20.00  Cash 

3 Trade  Dollars 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor 


NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
Building  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 


***** 


N.I.C.E.  '83 


The  fifth  annual  Numismatics  International  Coin  Exposition  (N.I.C.E.) 
will  be  held  November  11-13,  1983  at  the  Dallas  Marriott  Hotel  Quorum. 
Hotel  reservation  forms  may  be  obtained  by  writing  NI , P.  0.  Box  30013, 
Dallas,  Texas  75230.  A special  rate  of  $50.00  (single  or  double  oc- 
cupancy) is  available,  but  you  must  use  the  N.I.C.E.  reservation  form. 
Plan  now  to  be  in  attendance. 


***** 


1984  DUES  RENEWAL  NOTICES 


A mailing  of  1984  dues  renewal  notices  will  be  made  by  first  class 
mail  on  October  1 , 1983.  If  you  have  not  received  your  notice  by  time 
of  arrival  of  this  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN ^ contact  our  Dallas  address. 

***** 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

American  Numismatic  Society 

THOMPSON,  MARGARET.  Alexander's  Draohm  Mints.  I:  Sondes  and 

Miletus.  Pub.  1983.  98pp,  w/38  plates. 

J.  Douglas  Ferguson  Historical  Research  Foundation 

ROWE,  C.  FRANCIS/HAXBY,  JAMES  A. /GRAHAM,  ROBERT  J.  The  Curvenay 
and  Medals  of  Newfoundland.  Pub.  1983,  117pp,  illus. 

Granvyl  Hulse 

BALOG,  PAUL.  The  Coinage  of  the  Mamluk  Sultans  of  Egypt  and  Syria. 
Pub.  1964,  444pp,  illus. 

DE  MEY,  JEAN.  Les  Monnaies  des  Duos  de  Brabant  (1106-1467) . Pub. 
1974,  72pp,  illus. 

KOCAER,  REMZI.  Gold  Coins  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  Pub.  1967, 
191pp,  illus. 

INTERNATIONAL  NUMISMATIC  COMMISSION.  A Survey  of  Numismatic  Re- 
searah  1966-1971.  Vol.  I.  Ancient  Numismatics.  Pub.  1973, 
372pp,  not  illus. 

As  above.  Vol.  II.  Mediaeval  and  Oriental  Numismatics.  Pub. 

1973,  373pp,  not  illus. 

As  above.  Vol.  III.  Modem  Numismatics  Including  Medals.  Pub. 

1973,  374pp,  not  illus. 

MORIN,  FRANCOIS.  Monnaies  de  Belgigue  de  1832  a 1963.  Pub.  1964, 
120pp,  illus. 

MAZARD,  JEAN.  Histoire  Monetaire  et  Numismatigue  Contemporaine 
1790-1963.  Vol.  I.  1790-1848.  Pub.  1965,  294pp,  illus. 

As  above.  Vol.  II.  1848-1967.  Pub.  1969,  310pp,  illus. 

BACHARACH,  JERE  L.  A Near  East  Studies  Handbook  570-1974.  Pub. 

1974,  147pp,  illus.  Dynasties,  rulers,  genealogies,  and  atlas 
for  Southwest  Asia  and  Egypt. 

FLAMIG,  OTTO.  Monogramme  auf  Munzen  und  Urkunden.  Pub.  1961, 
70pp,  illus. 

Krause  Publications 

PICK,  ALBERT.  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money.  4th  Ed. 

Pub.  1982,  959pp,  illus. 

Bruce  Smith 

SAID,  GODWIN.  Malta  Coin,  Banknote  and  Medal  Catalogue.  Pub. 
1982,  103pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above,  we  would  like  to  thank  Myrtle  0. 

Williams  and  Bruce  Smith  for  their  donations  of  price  lists  and  cata- 
logs to  the  Library.  Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Librarian 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE  FOR  JANUARY  THRU  JULY,  1983 


During  the  first  seven  months  of  1983  there  have  been  43  requests  from 
31  different  members  for  attribution  of  the  following  items. 


Coins  375 
Tokens  & Jetons  12 
Medals  10 
Counterstamps  1 
Amulets  6 
Play  Money  3 
Jewelry  1 
Coin  Weights  1 
Customs  Check  1 
Store  Cards  1 
Fantasies  3 
Ingots  2 
Tourist  Souvenirs  4 
Primitive  Money  1 
Patterns  1 
Apothecary  Weight  1 
Coat  Button  1 
Miniature  1 
Stock  Certificate  1 
Ration  Coupon  1 
Unattributed  (illegible) 6 

Total  433 


Charles  K.  Panish,  Chairman 
NI  Attribution  Service 

★***★*•****★*★****★*★*★**★**★*■*■*"*■★***★****■*■★•*•****■*"*★★★★★******★★*★*★★'* 
NUMISMATIC  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE  - SOLUTION 


Below  is  the  solution  to  the  NUMISMATIC  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE  which  appear- 
ed in  last  month's  issue  of  the  M BULLETIN. 


ACROSS  DOWN 


1. 

Dam 

36. 

Rin 

1 . 

Dena 

28. 

Pare 

4. 

Baba 

37. 

Roar 

2. 

Avon 

29. 

Iron 

8. 

Java 

39. 

Presents 

3. 

Megg 

30. 

Scad 

12. 

Eve 

41 . 

Endow 

4. 

Bullion 

31. 

Tres 

13. 

Uni  t 

43. 

Asco 

5. 

Ani 

35. 

Escalin 

14. 

Elan 

44. 

Saw 

6. 

Bib 

38. 

Rosina 

15. 

Nog 

46. 

Assay 

7. 

Aten 

40. 

Eos 

16. 

Li  berti  na 

50. 

Muni cipal 

8. 

Jetton 

42. 

WAC 

18. 

Angel 

55. 

Erne 

9. 

Ali 

45. 

Wi  re 

20. 

Nut 

56. 

Amon 

10. 

Van 

47. 

Seme 

21. 

Fist 

57. 

Ri  di 

11. 

Ana 

48. 

Amur 

24. 

Token 

58. 

Mud 

17. 

Rut 

49. 

Yeda 

28. 

Pistolet 

59. 

Pana 

19. 

Eft 

50. 

Map 

32. 

Node 

60. 

Eton 

22. 

Slop 

51. 

Uma 

33. 

Arc 

61. 

Era 

23. 

Tetra 

52. 

Non 

34. 

Notre 

25. 

Korn 

53. 

Pit 

26. 

Edit 

54. 

Ado 

27. 

Nens 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Dutch  member  responds  to  Bill  Multan's  "Nionystery" 

I would  like  to  react  to  Bill  Mul Ian's  numystery  [NIB^  July  1983,  p213). 

It  seems  that  my  trading  partners  in  the  U.S.  send  me  a lot  of  Nether- 
lands Y-35  cent  bronze  1903-40.  The  year  1912  is  much  more  than 
proportionately  represented. 

This  leads  me  to  conclude  that  Bill's  first  hypothesis  is  highly  im- 
probable. This  country  was  neutral  in  WW  I and  bronze  coins  were  not 
hoarded  to  any  extent  (silver  was,  by  the  way).  Nor  was  there  any 
large-scale  emigration  from  this  country  after  1918  that  would  account 
for  all  the  1912‘s  I have  received. 

Just  to  be  complete,  by  the  way,  there  are  no  Y-35's  dated  1913.  I 
do,  however,  receive  more  Y-36's  of  1913  (1  cent  bronze)  than  might 
be  expected  from  the  States,  as  this  is  rather  a scarce  year. 

Jeff  Schwartz 
Nijmegen,  The  Netherlands 


Wants  correspondents  with  anctent  co-Ln  aolleotovs 

I have  a nice  beginning  collection  of  ancient  coins  and  specialize  in 
coins  minted  in  the  area  of  what  is  now  Afghanistan.  I am  very  inter- 
ested in  broadening  the  extent  of  my  numismatic  acquaintances.  There 
aren't  too  many  numismatists  in  my  are  who  are  knowledgeable  about 
ancients,  so  I am  anxious  to  develop  contacts  with  those  who  do  have 
some  expertise  with  them. 

Also,  I would  like  to  know  how  to  get  in  touch  with  the  officers  of 
the  Ancient  Coin  Club  of  America.  The  Coin  World  Almanac^  2nd  ed. 
(1977),  states  that  one  may  contact  Captain  Arthur  F.  Johnson  at  the 
University  of  Maryland,  College  Park,  MD.  I have  sent  a letter  to 
Captain  Johnson,  but  doubt  that  the  information  is  current.  Could 
one  of  our  members  be  of  assistance,  particularly  with  respect  to 
providing  me  with  the  name  and  address  of  a contact  for  the  Chicago 
chapter  of  the  Ancient  Coin  Club  of  America? 

John  J.  Kelley 
P.  0.  Box  23705 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53223 

*********************************************************************** 


JAPANESE  MINTS 


It  is  the  policy  of  the  Japanese  government  not  to  use  mintmarks,  or 
mintmaster's  initials  on  Japanese  coins.  Although  Japan  has  three 
mints,  they  simplify  things  by  saying  it  was  "struck  at  Osaka".  There 
is  no  prospect  of  Proof  or  Commemorative  coins,  according  to  the  mint- 
master  Itaru  Ishikawa. 
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HOLED  COINAGE 
IN  MODERN  EUROPE 

by  John  DeMarais^  Dallas j Texas 3 NI  ifl539 

Coins  with  center  holes  have  long  been  a part  of  the  currency  of  the 
Far  East.  The  holes  facilitated  manufacture  and  handling.  Europe  on 
the  other  hand  has  had  no  tradition  of  such  coins.  One  can  surmise 
the  lack  of  holed  coins  resulted  from  two  factors.  Methods  of  manu- 
facture in  the  West  prior  to  the  rise  of  machinery  did  not  lend  them- 
selves to  the  production  of  holed  flans,  and  design  tradition  did  not 
allow  a center  hole  because  the  center  of  coins  usually  contained  the 
most  important,  distinguishing  design  elements. 

Twentieth-century  Europe  has  seen  the  rise  and  fall  of  its  own  series 
of  holed  coins.  These  were  especially  common  in  the  period  before 
World  War  I,  the  inter-war  period,  and  during  World  War  II.  Since 
WW  II,  holed  coins  have  become  much  less  common.  Indeed,  there  is 
currently  only  one  example  in  active  circulation.  Why  did  holed 
coinage  suddenly  become  popular  in  Europe  and  why  was  its  disappear- 
ance equally  sudden? 

In  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth-century,  European  nations  began 
to  produce  coinage  for  their  African  and  Asian  possessions.  When 
Britain  produced  a local  coinage  for  Hong  Kong  in  1863,  the  set  in- 
cluded a 1-mil  coin  that  was  the  equivalent  of  the  Chinese  cash.  To 
make  this  equivalence  apparent  to  the  public  the  1-mil  piece  had  a 
center  hole  and  a design  similar  to  the  traditional  Chinese  piece. 

It  was,  however,  much  smaller  in  size.  The  French  mints  produced  a 


Hong  Kong  1-Mil  196 S 


French  Indo-China  Sapegue  1902 


similar  series  for  its  possession  in  Indo-China  from  the 
When  Leopold  II  of  Belgium  introduced  a distinct  coinage 


Belgian  Congo  10  Centimes  1888 
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1870's  onward, 
for  the  Congo 
Free  State  in  1887,  he 
had  silver  coins  of  ord- 
inary module  as  well  as 
copper  coins  with  center 
holes  struck  at  Brussels. 
Thus,  by  1887  the  three 
most  innovative  Euro- 
mints produced  coins 
center  holes , but 
for  non-European  use, 


pean 

with 

only 


Copper  and  bronze  coinage  in  Europe  had  always  been  issued  in  solid 
form.  The  chief  problem  of  European  copper  coinages  was  their  physic- 
al size.  Those  representing  values  equivalent  to  1/4  gram  to  1-1/4 
grams  of  silver  were  quite  large.  Silver  coins  in  this  range  fell 
below  the  lower  limits  of  convenience  which  is  about  17-18mm  and  2 
grams.  Some  nations,  chiefly  Central  European,  used  billon,  a mixed 
metal,  for  denominations  in  this  range,  but  billon  is  expensive  and 
unattractive.  In  1859  Belgium  made  a bold  move  in  an  attempt  to 
solve  this  problem.  She  introduced 
cupronickel  coins  in  denominations 
of  20,  10  and  5 centimes  to  replace 
the  small  silver  20  centime  pieces 
and  the  large  copper  10  and  5 cen- 
time pieces.  The  20  centime  piece 
proved  to  be  unnecessary,  but  the 
two  lower  values  were  quite  suc- 
cessful. Cupronickel  was  adopted 
as  an  intermediate  metal  in  Germany 
(1873)  and  Switzerland  (1879).  Many 

others  soon  followed.  Belgium  20  Centimes  1860 


Color  similarity  between  nickel  alloys  and  silver  proved  to  be  the 
great  drawback  of  the  new  coins.  Cupronickel  and  nickel  coins  had 
to  be  planned  very  carefully,  for  their  diameter,  thickness,  edging 
and  design  had  to  distinguish  them  from  silver  coins.  The  Belgian 
10  and  5 centime  pieces  were  similar  in  size  and  color  to  the  francs 
and  half- francs,  but  they  were  thicker,  had  different  edging,  com- 
pletely difference  designs,  and  prominent  denominations.  Still  they 
were  not  ideal.  The  German  Empire  used  similar  designs  for  its  cupro- 
nickel and  silver  coins.  The  cupronickel  ten-pfennig  coins  and  the 
silver  50-pfennig  coins  were  quite  similar.  Despite  the  alteration 
of  the  silver  piece  on  two  separate  occasions,  this  problem  persisted 
until  the  collapse  of  German  coinage  after  WW  I.  There  is  a fascin- 
ating series  of  pattern  50-pfennig  pieces  and  half-marks  which  demon- 
strate German  attempts  at  a solution. 


Belgium  10  Centimes  1905 


The  Belgian  solution  was  to  issue 
its  cupronickel  coins  with  center 
holes.  This  series  began  in  1901, 
was  struck  on  thinner  flans,  and 
needed  new  designs.  The  holes  pre- 
cluded heads,  animal  symbols  and 
arms,  but  monograms,  corwns,  flora 
and  lettering  proved  suitable.  The 
latter  group  was  traditional  fare 
on  Northern  European  small  coins. 


Generally,  the  center  hole  has  resulted  in  rather  prosaic  and  undis- 
tinguished designs.  However,  there  have  been  a few  better-designed 


France  25  Centimes  1940 


Denmark  2 0re  1940 
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pieces,  noteably  French  cupronickel,  Danish  bronze  and  Belgian  cupro- 
nickel and  zinc  (1938-1947).  None  are  as  appealing  as  the  Japanese 
and  Thai  pieces  of  the  same  period,  however. 


Romania  adopted  Belgian  style  solid 
cupronickel  coins  in  1900  (ironic- 
ally the  year  before  Belgium  chang- 
ed), but  adopted  the  Belgian  holed 
fashion  quickly  in  1905.  France, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
century,  still  relied  on  the  heavy 
bronze  coinage  introduced  by  Nap- 
oleon III  a half-century  before. 
Romania  20  Bani  1906  Beginning  in  1903  she  shought  to 

reduce  some  of  the  bulk  in  French 

pockets  by  the  introduction  of  nickel  intermediate  coins.  The  first 
was  a pure  nickel  25centime  piece  dated  1903.  It  was  somewhat  heavier, 
thicker  and  one  millimeter  larger  than  the  silver  franc.  It  had  a 
smooth  edge.  In  1904  the  shape  was  changed  to  a polygon  of  22  sides. 
The  French  at  first  shied  away  from  holed  pieces  despite  the  Belgian 
model.  In  1912  the  Paris  mint  struck  holed  nickel  coins  for  Greece 
and  in  1914  began  to  issue  nickel  25  centime  pieces  with  holed  cen- 
centers  for  use  in  France  itself.  Mass  production  of  the  coinage  was 


Gveeoe  19  Lepta  1912 


Netherlands  5 Cents 


delayed  until  1917  when  this  type  was  expanded  to  also  include  10  and 
5 centime  pieces.  The  Netherlands  also  introduced  a cupronickel  coin 
that  was  confused  with  a silver  one.  Her  solution  was  to  issue  the 
coin  later  in  square  form  - a solitary  resort  to  this  solution  in 
Europe.  Generally,  coins  with  center  holes  seem  to  have  been  pre- 
ferred to  polygons  and  squares. 


While  under  German  occupation  during  WW  I,  the  Brussels  mint  produced 
solid  zinc  coins  rather  than  the  holed  cupronickel  ones  of  pre-war 
days.  However,  in  1918  it  produced  a holed  50  centime  piece  in  zinc. 
The  purpose  of  the  hole  was  to  distinguish  this  coin  from  the  other 


Belgivon  SO  Centimes  1918 


Luxembourg  10  Centimes  1915 


zinc  pieces.  A set  of  holed  zinc  coins  was  issued  for  occupied  Luxem- 
bourg in  1915-1916.  Belgium  resumed  the  coinage  of  holed  cupronickel 
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coins  in  1920,  and  these  were  joined  by  solid  pure  nickel  pieces  of 
larger  denomination  in  1922. 

The  initial  purpose  of  holed  coinage  in  Europe  was  to  distinguish 
nickel  coins  from  silver  ones.  By  1918  a holed  piece  was  used  to 
distinguish  different  pieces  of  the  same  metal.  By  1924  holes  were 
being  used  to  distinguish  the  coins  of  one  nation  from  those  of 
another.  This  development  requires  a little  background.  In  1874 
Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark  formed  the  Scandanavian  monetary  union. 

From  that  time  until  just  after  WW  I their  coins  were  uniform  except 
for  design.  The  three  coinages  were  interchangeable.  All  three 
nations  were  neutral  in  WW  I and  escaped  physical  damage.  However, 
they  were  unable  to  avoid  the  commercial  and  monetary  results  of  the 
war,  and  found  it  necessary  to  return  to  separate  national  currencies. 
New  coinage  had  to  be  produced  which  was  not  uniform  and  could  be 
distinguished  easily.  In  1924  Norway  called  in  its  cupronickel  25 
and  50  0re  pieces  and  pierced  them  to  distinguish  them  from  their 


Norway  50  0re  1920-1923  Norway  1 Krone  1925 


Danish  and  Swedish  counterparts.  In  the  same  year  it  began  to  produce 
all  subsequent  cupronickel  coins  with  center  holes  - a series  which 
lasted  until  1951  except  for  the  years  of  WW  II.  In  1924  Denmark 
began  to  issue  holed  cupronickel  coins  in  10  and  25  0re  denominations 


Denmark  25  0re  1926  Denmark  5 0re  1927 


that  were  much  larger  than  the  comparable  Norwegian  and  Swedish  pieces. 
In  1926  Denmark  began  to  issued  holed  bronze  coins,  a European  first. 

A few  other  holed  coins  were  issued  in  the  years  between  the  wars. 

None  of  these  adds  much  new  or  interesting  as  far  as  purposed  for 
holed  coinage  is  concerned.  The  holed  Romanian  coins  of  1921  were 
the  first  European  holed  aluminum  coins.  The  holed  50  lepta  piece^ 
of  Greece  dated  1921  was  not  placed  in  circulation  either  because  its 
metal  value  was  too  high  or  because  it  was  too  similar  to  the  20 
lepta  pieces  of  1912.  The  Spanish  holed  pieces  of  1927,  1934,  1937 
and  1938  are  nothing  more  than  an  attempt  to  do  in  Spain  what  was 
done  in  Belgium  and  France  a generation  earlier.  In  1938  Yugoslavia 
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Romania  SO  Bani  1921 


Greece  SO  Lepta  1921 


Greece  20  Lepta  1912 


Spain  2S  Centimos  1934 


Spain  2S  Centimos  1937  Spain  2S  Centimos  1928 


introduced  a holed,  bronze  25  para  piece.  The  purpose  of  the  hole 
was  to  distinguish  the  coin  from  the  accompanying  aluminum-bronze 
series . 


WW  II  saw  the  demise  of  holed  coins  in  Norway  and  Yugoslavia  as  well 
as  holed  bronze  coins  in  Denmark.  The  holed  cupronickel  coins  of 
France,  Belgium  and  Denmark  were  replaced  by  zinc  ones.  However, 
several  new  pieces  appeared.  The  Germans  issued  a small,  holed  5 


Yugoslavia  2S  Para  1938 


Poland  S Groszy  1939 
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groszy  piece  for  occupied  Poland.  The  hole  distinguished  it  from 
the  small  1 grosz  piece  and  the  slightly  larger  10  groszy  coin,  both 
of  which  were  struck  in  zinc.  The  5 groszy  coin  is  remarkable  because 
no  new  design  was  prepared  to  make  provision  for  the  hole.  Standard 
Polish  mi  nor- type  dies  were  simply  used  to  strike  pierced  flans. 


Hungary  issued  a holed  20  filler 
tell  the  20  and  10  filler  coins 


Hungai^  20  Filler  1944 


coin  in  iron  which  made  it  easy  to 
part.  Shortages  of  metal  caused 


Finland  lO  Pennia  1942 


Finland  to  reduce  the  size  of  its  bronze  coins.  The  newer  reduced 
pieces  for  5 and  10  pennia  were  made  the  same  size  as  the  25  and  50 
pennia  pieces.  All  four  were  struck  in  bronze.  The  two  smaller  val- 
ues were  struck  on  holed  flans  with  plain  edges  while  the  two  larger 
were  struck  on  solid  flans  with  reeded  edges.  In  1943  the  metal  for 
this  series  was  changed  again  - this  time  to  iron.  The  10  pennia 
coin  was  reduced  in  size  to  that  of  the  25  pennia  piece.  The  previous 
pattern  holes  and  edging  was  retained. 


The  immense  destruction  of  WW  II  resulted  in  many  wholly  new  coinages 
in  post-war  Europe.  Most  nations  abandoned  holed  coins  with  the  gen- 
eral demoni tization  of  pre-war  and  WW  II  coins.  In  planning  new  coin- 
ages they  did  not  have  to  worry  about  distinguishing  silver  from  cupro 
nickel  since  silver  was  now,  more  often  than  not,  limited  to  a few 
larger  denominations  of  fairly  large  size  while  cupronickel  was  used 
for  smaller  size  coins.  Moreover,  the  range  of  nickel,  copper  and 
aluminum  coins  was  planned  well  enough  in  most  cases  to  avoid  holed 
or  odd-shaped  coins.  Consequently,  only  a few  holed  pieces  were 


issued.  Hungary  issued  a holed  2 
bronze  piece.  The  hole  distingui 
aluminum  pieces  of  5 and  10  fille 


Hungary  2 Filler  1950 


Greece  5 Lepta  1954 


filler  piece  in  1950  to  replace  a 
hed  the  new  aluminum  piece  from 
. Spain  issued  an  interesting,  well 


Spain  50  Centimes  1949  (51) 


designed  50  centime  piece  in  1951. 
This  piece  was  replaced  by  a solid, 
aluminum  one  in  the  mid-1960's.  In 
1954  Greece  issued  a set  of  three 
aluminum  coins  with  center  holes 
as  part  of  its  currency  and  mone- 
tary reform.  These  three  and  the 
accompanying  four  cupronickel  coins 
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imitated  the  pre-WW  I coinage  of  Greece  in  an  attempt  to  draw  prestige 
from  the  days  of  solid  money. 

Denmark  reissued  holed  cupronickel  coins  in  1946  and  1957,  but  these 
were  dropped  in  favor  of  solid  ones  in  1948  when  a new  coinage  for 
Frederik  IX  was  issued.  In  1960  Denmark  undertook  a general  upgrad- 
ing of  her  coinage.  She  replaced  previous  aluminum-bronze  coins  with 
cupronickel  ones  and  planned  to  replace  all  old  zinc,  iron  and  alum- 
inum coins  with  bronze  coins.  The  latter  part  was  never  fully  car- 
ried out.  The  new  set  had  one 
flaw.  The  cupronickel  25  0re 
and  1 krone  pieces  were  similar 
in  size  and  therefore  confusing. 

The  solution  was  to  replace  the 
former  with  holed  pieces. 

Holed  coinage  in  Europe  is  now  about 
Denmark  25  0re  1967  dead.  The  Greek  and  Hungarian 

pieces  have  fallen  into  disuse. 

The  aforementioned  Danish  piece  is  the  only  currently  viable  piece 
left.  Necessity  no  longer  requires  holed  coins,  while  public  taste 
prefers  solid  pieces.  The  silver-nickel  problem  no  longer  exists 
since  silver  coins  are  no  longer  used  in  circulation.  Bronze  and 
brass  coins  are  distinguished  by  their  color.  Aluminum  coins  are 
similar  in  color  to  nickel-alloy  pieces  but  their  weight  is  quite 
different  and  a little  planning  of  designs,  sizes  and  edging  can  pre- 
vent confusion.  Finally,  when  it  is  necessary  to  use  non-tradi tional 
shapes  there  is  now  a preference  for  scalloped  and  polygonal  pieces 
rather  than  holed  ones.  Even  outside  Europe  holed  pieces  only  flour- 
ish in  Japan  and  Vietnam  where  they  are  traditional.  There  is  also 
an  isolated  piece  in  Papua-New  Guinea  which  has  had  a short  history 
of  holed  coinage.  For  now,  holed  coinage  is  dormant  in  Europe, 
perhaps  dead.  It  is  unlikely  that  any  of  it  will  be  seen  again  un- 
less there  is  a severe  limitation  in  the  variety  of  metal  available 
or  unless  great  financial  disruption  requires  new  coinages  that  must 
be  distinguished  from  older  ones. 

★*★****★****★★*★***★★**★*★★**★★■*★*★★★**★****★**★■*•★**■*■■*★■*★★★*★■*•*★★*★★* 
NEW  TURKEY  ISSUES  HONORS  INTERNATIONAL  YEAR  OF  THE  SCOUT 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell j Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  §LM-12 

Turkey  has  recently  added  to  her  special  issues  two  coins  with  the 
theme  of  the  International  Year  of  the  Scout  (75th  anniversary).  A 
LT  3,000  silver  (.925  fine)  and  a LT  30,000  gold  (.9166  fine)  were 
issued  with  a mintage  limit  of  10,000  and  2,000  each  in  proof  and 
uncirculated  condition. 

An  interesting  fact  about  these  coins  is  that  they  were  struck  at 
the  British  Royal  Mint  whereas  normally  such  coins  have  been  struck 
at  the  Government  Mint  in  Istanbul. 

******* *********** ********* ****************** ****** ****** ****** ****** 

ANCIENT  GREEK  COIN  TERM:  ANEPIGRAPHIC  - Having  no  inscription. 

(Submitted  by  W.  R.  Reeves,  NI  #237). 


333 


SOME  NOTES  (THOUGHTS?)  ON  THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  SOUTH  INDIAN  PENINSULA 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell^  Lincoln^,  Nebraska,  NT  ^LM-12 

I have  been  working  with  the  small  copper  coins  of  S.  India  for  a 
number  of  years  and,  though  I am  appalled  at  my  own  ignorance  still, 
it  seemed  to  me  that  the  accompanying  thoughts  and  notes  might  be 
of  some  interest  and  use  to  anyone  interested  in  Indian  numismatics, 
or  making  a beginning.  I have  been  concerned  almost  entirely  with 
the  small  coppers  of  the  area,  though  some  of  what  I have  to  say  does 
apply  to  the  gold  and  silver  (where  there  is  any)  as  well. 


The  period  dealt  with  is  that  of  the  Vijayanagar  Empire  and  its  suc- 
cessors, the  principal  areas  being  Mysore,  Travancore,  the  Carnatic 
and  Malabar  Coast.  Specifically  concerned  are  the  following:  the 
various  Nayaks  and  other  rulers,  Ikkeri , Bednore,  Chitaldurg,  Cudi- 
konda,  Coorg,  Cannamore,  Tanjore,  Arcot,  Madura,  Ramnad,  Pudcottah 
and  Tinnevelly. 

The  European  possessions  in  that  area,  and  ever  increasing  in  size 
and  power,  fall  into  a separate  category  not  considered  here. 

Many  of  these  areas  had  a anonymous  coinage  of  small  copper  coins. 

Apart  from  several  thousand  in  the  Olivia  collection,  I have  been 
privileged  to  study  the  superb  reference  collection  of  Mr.  Scott 
Semans.  This  last,  as  a dealer,  has  had  the  opportunity  over  the 
years  to  pick  out  the  finest  specimens  for  his  own  reference  collec- 
tion. Much  of  the  identification  for  that  has  been  done  by  Mr. 
Charles  K.  Panish  who  is  always  generous  of  his  time  and  knowledge. 

I would  also  suppose  that  he  knows  more  about  them  than  anyone  in 
the  United  States. 

The  coins  have  been  studied  little  except  in  the  cases  of  Mysore 
(indirectly  as  a part  of  the  whole)  and  Tinnevelly.  It  is  under- 
standable since  they  are  only  small  copper  pieces  with  little  avail- 
able information.  The  materials  themselves  are  plentifu'',  more 
than  adequate  for  a lifetime  of  study  but,  unfortunately,  I am  at 
the  wrong  end  for  that! 

For  any  future  collector  interested  in  this  field,  I append  a brief, 
and  far  from  complete,  bibliography.  To  make  a detailed  one  there 
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is  available  an  invaluable  source: 


1 . Bibliography  of  Indian  Coins.  Part  I.  Non-Muhammadan. 

C.  R.  Singhal,  1950,  London. 

2.  Bibliography  of  Indian  Coins.  Part  II.  Muhammadan  & 

Later  Series.  C.  R.  Singhal,  1952. 

3.  Bibliography  of  Indian  Coins.  Pant  II  - Supplement. 

Medieval  S Modem.  Singhal  & Gupta. 

4.  Bibliography  of  Indian  Numismatics.  Part  I.  Ancient  Period. 

P.  L.  Gupta. 


Some  common  designs  (enlarged)  found  on  the  various  small  copper  coins. 
(Drawings  by  Martha  Haackj  University  of  Nebraska  - Lincoln) 

These  coins  present  to  any  student  or  collector  a number  of  special 
problems.  These  may  be  best  listed  under  the  following  headings: 

a) .  SIZE.  Many  are  extremely  small  indeed. 

b) .  CONDITION.  Often  poor  because  of  very  long  circulation  (in  some 

cases  more  than  a thousand  years  as  witness  the  Ae4  of  Roman 
origin),  initial  striking,  local  weather  conditions,  as  often 
they  seem  to  have  been  immersed  in  water  and/or  washed  out  by 
sea  or  river  flooding. 

c) .  FLAN  SIZE.  Often  the  flans  are  too  small  for  the  size  of  the 

die.  This  is  not  surprising  when  one  considers  how  tiny  many 
of  the  dies  would  have  to  be.  Yet,  even  so,  in  some  cases  the 
tiny  designs  are  absolutely  perfect.  There  is  also  the  problem 
of  careless  striking. 

d) .  SCRIPT.  A variety  of  scripts  are  used;  these  are  sometimes 

shortened  and/or  the  letters  arranged  to  suit  the  size  of  the 
coin  rather  than  the  order  of  the  v/ord. 
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e) .  DESIGNS.  An  original  design  is  often  copied  over  a considerable 

period  of  years.  This  had  as  its  purpose  to  produce  a design 
with  which  the  local  population  was  familiar,  remembering  how 
often  given  areas  were  held  by  conquerors  from  elsewhere  whose 
language  and  religion  might  be  quite  different  from  that  of  the 
local  population.  Here,  the  conquest  of  Mysore  (Hindu)  by 
Haidar  Sultan  (Moslem)  is  a classic  example.  (Although  this 
was  an  important  factor,  nevertheless,  because  of  the  continuous 
change  of  ruling  lines  even  in  a relatively  small  area,  a be- 
wildering variety  of  coin  types  seem  to  have  circulated.  The 
longest  of  these  seem  to  have  been  the  Ae4  of  the  Eastern  Roman 
Empire,  coins  of  the  Valenti nians  and  Theodosius.  Some  of  these 
have  been  presumed  to  have  been  made  locally.) 

f) .  SYMBOLS.  Many  of  the  designs  are  (were)  symbols  of  the  Indian 

religions,  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  many  parts  of  India 
from  the  very  earliest  times  of  coinage,  e.g.  the  elephant  (roy- 
alty), the  bull  Nanda  (sacred,  one  humped),  religious. 


Illustrations  here  are  some  of  the  more  common  subjects  to  be 
found  on  Indian  coins 3 not  just  those  of  Travancore.  These  are 
drawings  by  Martha  Haack  of  the  University  of  Nebraska  - Lincoln, 
of  some  common  coin  types,  actual  size,  in  states  and  areas 
bordering  on  Travancore.  Animals  appear  in  a variety  of  forms, 
as  does  the  peacock,  and  it  is  not  always  possible,  particularly 
on  the  very  small  specimens,  to  decide  which  the  animal  is, 
unless  it  is  the  sacred  bull  or  elephant. 

Thus  it  is  that  the  same  symbols  may  be  used  in  entirely  differ- 
ent coin  groupings,  e.g.  the  elephant,  the  fish,  etc.  Some  of 
these  symbols  were  also  the  badge,  or  crest,  of  specific  famil- 
ies or  tribes,  e.g.  the  fish,  the  tiger,  the  Cholas,  the  bow  for 
Cheras , etc. 

g).  CATALOGUES.  There  are  no  detailed  catalogues  in  existence. 

Information  about  many  of  the  coins  is  to  be  found  in  the  print- 
ed proceedings  of  various  Indian  Antiquarian  journals  of  the 
last  century.  Some  of  these  were  before  photography,  when  draw- 
ings were  used.  The  drawings,  often,  were  superb,  but  it  was 
rare  for  a very  small  coin  to  be  drawn.  The  early  photographic 
illustrations  were  frequently  poor  in  origin  and  lost  even  more 
in  printing,  the  more  so  as  often  the  specimens  themselves  were 
of  poor  quality.  Another  factor  for  someone  coming  cold  to  a 
new  culture  and  languages  like  ourselves,  most  of  these  articles 
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were  written  by  individuals  living  in  the  country,  very  familiar 
not  only  with  the  languages  and  the  scripts,  but  also  the  re- 
ligions, and  so  one  who  wrote  for  those  already  familiar,  assum- 
ing knowledge  that  would  not  exist  in  someone  like  ourselves. 
(This  means  there  is  always  the  chance  of  making  an  appalling 
howler!)  The  volumes  themselves  are  always  rare  and  where  they 
are  found  at  all  in  the  United  States,  they  are  scattered  among 
libraries  all  over  the  country.  Also,  since  they  always  belong 
to  a series,  the  volumes  themselves  are  never  loaned  out  and 
one  has  to  be  content  with  a xerox-type  reproduction.  These 
are  only  good  inasmuch  as  the  quality  of  the  machine  and  the 
care  taken  by  the  maker. 

At  this  point,  I would  like  to  express  my  sincere  gratitude  to 
the  Inter-Library  Loan  Department  of  the  University  of  Nebraska- 
Lincoln  for  their  work  in  tracking  down  these  references  and 
obtaining  copies  for  my  work.  Since  I lived  34  miles  from  the 
library  at  the  time,  this  has  been  no  small  undertaking.  The 
one  exception  to  this  statement  is  the  coinage  of  Mysore.  For 
this,  from  the  conquest  of  Mysore  by  Haidar  in  1761/82,  his  son 
Tipu  who  fought  the  British  the  whole  time  until  he  was  conquer- 
ed 1783/1798  and  the  reign  of  Krishna  Raja  Wodeyar  1799/1868, 
have  been  very  fully  covered  by  a number  of  catalogues.  The 
mint,  however,  closed  in  1843  when  the  British  Raj  sought  to 
establish  an  uniform  coinage  throughout  India  since  the  incred- 
ible number  of  currencies  in  circulation  everywhere  was  not  only 
confusing,  but  a continual  opportunity  for  fraud.  Even  so, 
there  is  still  information  to  be  found  and  collected  together 
for  the  coinage  of  Mysore,  most  of  all  for  the  period  prior  to 
1761.  (An  imcomplete  list  of  references  will  be  found  at  the 
end  of  thi s article. ) 

h).  OVERALL  STUDY  OF  COINAGES.  No  independent  and  detailed  study 

of  the  many  types  seems  to  have  been  undertaken,  though  specific 
areas  or  times  have  been  studied,  i.e.  Mysore,  Loventhal's  TEE 
COINS  OF  TINNEVELLY  (reprinted  NI  BULLETIN  January  1978,  pp5-27), 
Jackson's  COIN  COLLECTING  IN  TEE  DECCAN^  etc. 

Thus  it  is  that  conclusions  as  to  how  and  where  different  types 
of  coins  should  be  grouped  may  vary  quite  considerably  from  one 
individual  to  another.  The  two  general  catalogues  that  do  make 
a beginning  of  this  group  are  Michael  Mitchiner's  volume  Non- 
Islamio  States  and  Western  Colonies  A.D.  600-1979  in  his  Oriental 
Coins  and  Their  Values y a series  of  three.  The  second  is  the 
Krause/Mi shl er  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins.  This  covers  the 
period  from  current  back  to  about  1700  and  the  two  latest  cata- 
logues have  done  some  grouping  of  some  of  these  coins.  These 
are  valuable  since  the  work  on  each  area  has  been  done  by  some- 
one who  specializes  in  that  area. 

There  are  innumerable  specimens  of  many  of  these  small  coins 
lying  uni dentified,  or  only  partially  so,  in  the  British  Museum, 
the  Ashmolean  and  doubtless  in  many  other  great  world  museums 
which  house  collections  of  Indian  coins.  In  some  of  these  there 
is  information  attached  to  the  coin  by  the  original  finder,  i.e. 
Cunningham,  Tufnell,  Biddulph,  etc. 
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i) .  SIZE.  Since  the  coins  themselves  are  so  very  small,  they  are 

difficult  to  study,  the  more  so  in  that  often  they  are  very 
worn,  of  copper,  a soft  metal,  only  one  side  good.  They  are 
also  considered  to  be  of  low  rating  in  value  of  study  amongst 
the  innumerable  coinages  of  India. 

j) .  LEGENDS.  In  many  cases  the  coins  themselves  do  not  have  any 

legend,  e.g.  the  coins  of  Travancore,  the  Nayak  coinages.  At 
the  same  time  the  languages  used,  where  they  are,  many  vary  as 
Telugu,  Kanarese,  Tamil,  while  some  Nayakas  may  even  use  a form 
of  Persian,  as  did  Mysore.  Again  the  formation  of  these  char- 
acters may  vary  from  one  period  to  another  so  that  unless  the 
student  is  very  familiar  with  the  language (s)  concerned,  it  is 
easy  to  be  tripped  up. 
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THE  IMPRESSIVE  PILLAR  DOLLAR 

hy  y alter  Bergman , Cape  Tam,  So.  Africa,  F.S.A.N.S,  NT  M1783 

What  does  the  term  "Pillar  Dollar"  conjure  up  in  one's  mind?  Surely, 
it  brings  to  life  romantic  stories  of  fabulous  treasure  of  gold  and 
silver  being  transported  from  the  Americas  to  Spain  after  that  coun- 
try's conquest  of  these  regions  during  the  16th  century;  tales  of 
Spanish  galleons,  homeward-bound  with  their  precious  cargo,  being 
attacked  by  privateers  and  pirates.  However,  the  numismatist  on 
hearing  this  term  immediately  envisions  in  his  mind's  eye  a certain 
type  of  Spanish  American  8 reales  coin,  one  of  the  most  attractive 
pieces  ever  struck. 


Philip  V's  MEXICO  Mint  struck  this  beauty 


The  obverse  of  this  so-called  pillar  dollar  - in  Spanish  sometimes 
called  the  columnavio  - depicts  in  its  centre  a single  large  crown 
resting  on  two  slightly  overlapping  globes.  These  globes  are  situ- 
ated on  a mountain  which  protrudes  from  the  sea  between  two  crowned 
pillars.  Around  each  of  these  pillars  a scroll  is  draped,  and  on  the 
scroll  of  the  left  pillar  the  word  Plus  , and  on  that  of  the  right 
pillar  the  word  Ultra  appears.  This  motto.  Plus  Ultra,  translated 
from  Latin  into  English  means  "More  beyond".  The  large  crown  resting 
on  the  two  globes  is  meant  to  represent  the  crown  of  Spain.  The  globes 
of  course  refer  to  the  old  and  the  new  world  - to  Europe  and  to  the 
Americas  - and  the  two  pillars,  the  Pillars  of  Hercules,  to  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar.  Running  parallel  with  the  rim  on  the  upper  half 
of  the  coin  is  the  inscription  Ultraque  Union,  the  Latin  for  "And 
more  beyond".  On  the  lower  half  of  the  coin,  still  following  the  rim, 
the  coin's  date  is  situated,  flanked  on  either  side  by  the  mintmark  of 
the  town  where  the  piece  was  struck.  The  centre  of  the  reverse  is  oc- 
cupied by  a large,  crowned  shield,  which  incorporates  the  Spanish  coat- 
of-arms.  On  the  left  thereof  can  be  seen  the  initial  of  the  assayer  or 
those  of  the  assayers,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  on  its  right,  the  figure 
"8','  standing  for  8 reales,  the  denomination  of  the  coin.  The  legend 
along  the  edge  of  the  reverse  indicates  the  name  of  the  ruling  Spanish 
king,  accompanied  by  his  titles.  The  coin  has  a deckled  edge. 

All  these  details  make  this  a very  ornate,  but  also  a most  symbolic 
coin,  a coin  to  draw  one's  attention. 

When  soon  after  the  conquest  of  the  Aztec  and  the  Inca  empires  it  was 
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realised  just  how  rich  in  minerals  some  of  the  newly  acquired  terri- 
tories really  were,  the  Spaniards  lost  no  time  in  exploiting  their 
possessions.  The  Incas  had  always  placed  a higher  value  on  copper  than 
on  silver,  both  these  metals  being  readily  available  from  their  mines. 
They  alloyed  the  copper  with  tin  to  make  bronze,  which  in  their  fin- 
ished products  of  tools  and  weapons  was  essential  for  their  survival. 
Hence  in  the  early  stages  of  the  Spanish  occupation  of  their  country 
they  were  quite  unable  to  understand  why  the  Spaniards  completely  dis- 
regarded copper  in  preference  for  silver,  which  was  valued  so  highly 
in  Europe. 

Some  15  years  after  its  conquest  Mexico  City  had  become  the  capital  of 
the  Viceroyalty  of  New  Spain,  and  already  the  year  thereafter  - in  1536 
- viceroy  Mendoza  established  a mint  there,  the  first  in  the  Western 
hemisphere.  Under  Spanish  rule  conditions  in  the  mines  and  at  the  mint 
were  very  harsh.  No  consideration  was  shown  to  the  poor  workmen  there. 
The  aim  was  to  extricate  from  the  mines  as  much  silver  as  possible,  to 
have  this  refined  at  the  mint  and  poured  into  bars  or  turned  into  coins., 
and  to  have  the  end-product  sent  to  the  Spanish  homeland,  to  swell  the 
coffers  of  the  treasury  as  quickly  as  this  could  be  achieved. 

During  the  first  two  hundred  years  of  its  existence, no  coins  as  we  know 
them  to-day  or  as  were  struck  at  that  time  in  Europe, were  produced  at 
the  Mexico  City  mint.  The  refined,  melted-down  silver  was  poured  into 
bars  and  from  these  bars  pieces  were  roughly  chiseled  or  cut  to  con- 
form to  the  coinage  weight  of  the  chosen  denomination.  When  these 
pieces  of  silver  were  of  the  correct  weight  - irrespective  of  size 
or  shape  - they  were  handstruck  within  sets  of  dies  which  included  in 
their  designs  inter  alia  the  Spanish  coat-of-arms , a numeral  indicat- 
ing the  value  of  the  coin,  the  mintmark  and  the  date.  As  these  now 
finished  pieces  were  invariably  of  uneven  shape  and  often  of  varying 
thickness,  many  of  the  design  details  did  not  show  on  them.  Hence, 
more  often  than  not,  it  is  impossible  to  discern  their  dates.  These 
pieces  of  silver  became  known  as  "cobs",  this  being  an  abbreviation 
of  the  Spanish  words  oabo  de  barra  (cut  from  the  bar).  Cobs  should 
not  really  be  called  coins;  they  are  in  fact  more  pieces  of  bullion 
carrying  identification  marks.  There  were  sent  from  the  New  World 
to  Spain,  to  be  melted  down  at  their  destination.  Many  of  them  were 
treated  in  this  way  and  upon  their  arrival  in  Spain  they  were  thus 
transformed  into  Spanish  coins;  and  yet,  millions  of  others  survived, 
as  they  came  out  of  the  mint,  by  being  used  as  trade  coins. 

As  time  went  on  and  the  Mexico  City  mint  received  up-to-date  machinery 
and  trained  staff  to  operate  it,  coin  production  improved  considerably. 
Round  blanks  were  used  and  proper  coins  replaced  the  cobs.  In  the 
year  1732  a completely  new  8 reales  coin  of  a very  superior  design 
made  its  first  appearance.  This  was  the  coin  which  became  known  as 
the  pillar  dollar.  It  had  been  machine-struck  at  the  Casa  de  Moneda 
at  Mexico  City,  and  as  far  as  design  and  finish  were  concerned,  it  was 
indeed  a beautiful  piece.  Thereafter,  and  within  the  reigns  of  three 
successive  Spanish  kings,  Philip  V and  his  sons  Ferdinand  VI  and 
Charles  III,  the  Mexico  City  mint  struck  this  coin-type  annually,  for 
the  next  40  years,  until  1772.  The  mintmark  on  these  coins  was  R, 
except  in  the  year  1733,  when  some  coins  displayed  MX  instead  of  R, 
as  their  mintmark,  and  these  are  rather  rare. 

The  authorities  at  the  Mexico  City  mint  had  learnt  early,  not  to 
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tamper  with  the  standard  of  their  output.  Therefore,  as  over  the  years 
the  cobs  remained  constant  in  their  weight  and  silver  content  - a stan- 
dard which  incidentally  was  also  scrupulously  maintained  in  regard  to 
all  subsequent  coin  issues  - they  slowly  gained  worldwide  acceptance 
as  trade  coins.  The  arrival  on  the  scene  of  the  attractive  pillar 
dollar  facilitated  matters,  and  especially  in  the  East  the  pillar 
dollars  as  well  as  their  successors,  the  portrait  dollars,  captured 
a large  market;  these  "pieces-of-ei ght"  became  the  world's  foremost 
Spanish  American  trade  coins.  This  being  the  case,  it  was  not  sur- 
prising that  the  authorities  ordered  considerable  quantities  of  the 
pillar  dollars  to  be  struck  annually,  although  in  some  years  the  output 
was  not  all  that  large.  Hence  there  do  exist  some  rare  dates,  and  to 
locate  coins  bearing  those  dates  may  prove  difficult  indeed.  It  must 
be  mentioned  here  that  the  pillar  dollars  together  with  their  sub- 
divisions naturally  also  had  to  cater  for  the  domestic  monetary  re- 
qui rements. 


Ferdinand  Vi's  LIMA  MINT  struck  it  with  IM  mintmark 


The  first  mint  in  the  Western  Hemisphere  was  established  at  Mexico 
City.  When  it  became  evident  that  silver  in  large  quantities  was  also 
available  in  other  parts  of  the  conquered  territories,  especially  in 
South  America,  the  Spanish  authorities  decided  to  open  further  mints. 

In  Lima,  the  capital  of  the  new  viceroyalty  of  Peru,  a mint  was  set  up 
in  the  year  1568,  and  in  Potosi , situated  in  the  same  viceroyalty  but 
a town  now  belonging  to  Bolivia,  a third  mint  was  established  around 
1575.  The  Lima  mint  had  its  ups  and  downs.  Soon  after  its  opening 
it  was  closed,  to  be  reopened  only  in  1659.  In  1660  it  was  closed 
once  again.  It  reopened  in  1684,  whereafter  it  produced  coins  steadily. 

In  principle,  the  new  mints  followed  the  example  set  by  the  Casa  de 
Moneda  of  Mexico  City  and  turned  out  the  same  work,  the  same  coin  types, 
as  the  Mexico  City  mint  had  done.  Lima  commenced  striking  pillar  dol- 
lars in  1751  and  continued  doing  so  annually  within  the  reigns  of  the 
two  Spanish  kings,  Ferdinand  VI  and  Charles  III,  for  a period  of  21 
years,  until  1772.  The  Potosi  Mint  also  struck  these  coins,  but  only 
for  4 years,  from  1767  to  1770,  thus  only  during  the  reign  of  Charles 
III.  To  all  intents  and  purposes  the  pillar  dollars  coming  out  of  the 
two  new  mints  were  identical  with  those  minted  at  Mexico  City,  apart 
from  the  difference  in  their  mintmarks.  The  mintmark  for  Lima  consisted 
of  Lm,  and  that  of  Potosi  of  the  letters  P-O-T-O-S-I  superimposed  upon 
each  other. 
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8 Beales  of  Potosi  under  Charles  III,  0.917  f.  silver 

Potosi,  situated  in  the  High  Andes  at  an  altitude  of  some  4,000 
meters  above  sea-level,  became  during  the  Spanish  colonial  period 
Spain's  most  prolific  and  hence  most  important  supplier  of  silver. 

This  came  about  with  the  discovery  that  the  cone-shaped  volcanic 
mountain  towering  over  the  town  contained  large  and  unbel ievevably 
rich  deposits  of  silver  ore.  Not  illogically,  the  local  residents 
gave  this  4,700  meters  high  mountain  the  "Cerro  Rico",  a name  well 
deserved.  For  a considerable  time  the  output  of  the  Potosi  mint  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  Mexico  City  mint,  but  the  coins  manufactured  at 
the  latter  were  of  a higher  production  standard  than  those  of  Potosi. 

Around  the  year  1622  an  additional  mint  was  established  at  Nuevo 
Reino,  also  called  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota,  a town  situated  within  the  i 
captaincy-general  of  Nueva  Granada,  falling  under  the  viceroyalty  * 

of  Peru,  This  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota  later  became  known  simply  as 
Bogota  and  is  presently  the  capital  of  Colombia.  It  would  seem  that 
the  quantity  of  coins  turned  out  at  this  mint  was  small,  as  cobs  and 
other  coins  originating  from  there  are  now  extremely  difficult  to 
find.  Pillar  dollars  appear  to  have  been  struck  only  within  two 
years,  in  1759,  this  being  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  VI, 
and  in  1762,  during  the  reign  of  his  successor,  Charles  III.  Only  a 
few  of  these  pillar  dollars  have  come  down  to  us  and  they  are  very 
rare.  They  are  recognisable  by  their  mintmark  consisting  of  the 
letters  in  front,  and  ^ after  the  date  on  the  coin  obverse. 

A time  elapsed  before  the  Spanish  authorities  decided  to  open  up  a 
further  mint,  their  fifth,  in  the  New  World.  This  took  place  around 
1730,  at  Guatemala  in  Central  America,  the  to-day's  capital  of  the  state 
bearing  the  same  name.  This  was  the  only  mint,  where  the  first  8 
reales  struck  consisted  of  cobs  bearing  the  obverse  and  reverse  design 
of  the  pillar  dollar.  From  1754  onwards,  however,  within  the  reign  of 
Ferdinand  VI,  machine-produced,  circular  blanks  were  used  for  the 
striking  of  pillar  dollars,  and  this  continued  until  1771,  into  the 
reign  of  Charles  III.  Unfortunately,  not  only  were  these  coins 
poorly  turned  out,  but  they  must  have  seen  a great  deal  of  wear,  | 

because  specimen  in  really  good  condition,  bearing  the  Guatemala 
mintmark  of  "G"  are  very  difficult  to  locate. 

In  1743  a sixth  mint  was  set  up,  this  time  at  Santiago,  a town  situated 
at  that  time  within  the  viceroyalty  of  Peru,  now  being  the  capital  of 
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Chile.  This  was  the  only  other  mint  where  pillar  dollars  were  struck. 
The  first  of  these  coins  came  out  of  the  Santiago  mint  in  1751.  They 
were  produced,  more  or  less  biennial ly, within  Lhe  reigns  of  Ferdinand 
VI  and  Charles  III,  until  1771.  These  pillar  dollars  with  the  Santiago 
mintmark  of  are  almost  as  rare  as  those  of  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota  and 
just  as  unobtainable  for  the  average  collector. 

Six  Spanish  American  mints  had  been  established,  and  by  the  time  they 
had  come  to  turn  out  pillar  dollars,  they  were  required  to  also  produce 
other  denominations  to  serve  the  monetary  requirements  of  their  regions. 
Gold  coins  of  higher  as  well  as  silver  coins  of  lesser  value  than  the 
8 reales  pieces  were  minted.  For  example,  at  the  Casa  de  Moneda  of 
Mexico  City,  apart  from  the  gold  pieces,  silver  coins  of  8,  4,  2,  1, 
and  1/2  reales  - that  latter  four  all  similar  in  design  to  the  pillar 
dollar  - were  struck  for  circulation  in  the  viceroyalty  of  New  Spain. 
However,  as  this  article  concerns  itself  only  with  the  pillar  dollar, 
any  other  other  denominations  are  disregarded  here. 

In  addition  to  the  pillar  dollars  struck  for  use  in  the  New  World, 
large  quantities  of  these  coins  were  turned  out  by  the  Mexico  City, 
the  Potosi  and  the  Lima  mints  with  one  object  only,  this  being  to  serve 
the  trade  of  the  Spanish  homeland  with  foreign  markets.  As  mentioned 
before,  these  coins  had  found  worldwide  acceptance  as  a result  of  their 
constant  specific  weight  and  silver  content.  A great  many  of  these 
pillar  dollars  were  struck  not  for  use  in  the  Americas  but  as  trade 
coins,  yet  they  did  not  differ  to  any  respect  from  those  used  locally. 

The  writer  is  of  the  opinion  however,  that  the  pillar  dollars  struck 
at  the  Guatemala,  the  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota  and  the  Santiago  mints,  but 
particularly  those  of  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota  and  Santiago,  were  produced 
solely  for  the  requirements  of  the  local  regions  in  which  these  mints 
were  situated,  and  that  none  of  these  pillar  dollars  left  the  Americas 
as  trade  coins.  This  view  is  substantiated  by  that  fact  that  coins 
salvaged  from  ship-wrecks  of  that  time,  from  the  sea-bed  of  the  Carib- 
bean Sea,  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  sea  around  the  coast  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  at  the  southern  tip  of  Africa,  indicate  by  their  mintmarks 
that  almost  all  of  them  originated  from  either  Mexico  City,  Potosi  or 
Lima,  but  hardly  ever  from  Guatemala  and  never  from  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota 
or  Santiago.  Furthermore,  the  fact  that  coins  from  the  latter  three 
mints  are  rare  would  confirm  that  only  very  small  quantities  of  these 
had  been  struck  in  comparison  with  those  turned  out  by  the  other  three 
mints.  Thus  it  is  more  than  likely  that  merely  enough  pillar  dollars 
were  produced  at  the  mints  of  Guatemala,  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota  and 
Santiago  to  cater  for  the  monetary  needs  of  the  local  population. 

It  is  well-nigh  impossible  for  the  ordinary  person  to  build  up  a com- 
plete collection  - date  and  type-wise  - of  pillar  dollars  originating 
from  all  of  the  six  mints,  as  all  the  coins  struck  at  Santa  Fe  de 
Bogota  and  Santiago,  irrespective  of  their  dates,  are  extremely  rare 
and  virtually  unobtainable.  Most  of  the  existing  specimens  belong  to 
the  museum  collections,  hence  they  hardly  ever  come  up  for  sale,  but 
when  they  do,  their  prices  normally  are  sky-high.  Even  the  deletion 
from  such  a collection  of  the  pillar  dollars  struck  at  these  two  mints 
would  hardly  facilitate  matters.  This  will  be  realised  when  one  con- 
siders the  pillar  dollar  output  of  the  Mexico  City  mint  alone. 

These  coins  were  struck  at  that  mint  in  forty  consecutive  years.  To 
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collect  a pillar  dollar  of  each  of  these  years  would  already  be  a major 
undertaking,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the  coin  dates  within  this 
period  are  scarce.  Then  too  one  should  remember  that  in  the  year  1733 
pillar  dollars  were  struck  displaying  the  exceptional  and  rare  "MX" 
mintmark  in  addition  to  those  bearing  the  regular  one  of  But 

this  is  not  all;  in  some  years,  one  or  even  both  assayers  were  re- 
placed, and  this  is  reflected  in  the  differing  assayer's  initials 
appearing  on  coins  of  the  same  date.  And  speaking  of  the  date  -- 
on  some  pillar  dollars  the  figure  "5"  within  the  date  is  shown  in  the 


Classical  Style  5: 


Modem  5: 


Style  of  the  "classical  period",  yet  on  others  the  "5"  is  reproduced 
in  the  modern  way.  Another  design  variety  may  be  detected,  if  one 
compares  the  crowns  placed  on  top  of  the  two  pillars,  situated  on  the 
coin  obverse.  On  most  of  these  8 reales  pieces  these  crowns  are 
identical,  both  being  of  the  imperial  type,  but  there  are  other  pillar 
dollars  where  the  crov^ns  differ,  the  one  being  of  the  imperial  and  the 
other  being  of  the  royal  type.  Yet,  one  also  comes  across  coins  where 
both  crowns  are  of  the  royal  type.  These  are  just  a few  of  the  many 
existing  die  variations. 

Similar  differences  in  design  can  also  be  found  in  the  pillar  dollars 
struck  at  some  of  the  other  mints.  From  all  this  it  becomes  obvious 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  indeed  to  assemble  a complete  collec- 
tion, by  date  or  by  type,  even  of  only  those  pillar  dollars  which 
originated  from  the  Mexico  City,  Lima,  Potosi  and  Guatemala  mints. 

The  easiest  way  of  assembling  a collection  of  pillar  dollars  would  be 
to  collect  one  coin  of  each  per  reigning  Spanish  king  from  each  one  of 
the  previously  mentioned  four  mints,  and  with  this  in  mind,  the  fol- 


lowing  schedule  may  be  of 
Pillar  Dollars  struck  duri 

assistance  to 
ng  the  reigns 

collectors: 

of: 

Philip  V 

Ferdinand  VI 

Charles  III 

Period  of  Reign 

....1700-1746 

1746-1759 

1759-1788 

Pillar  Dollars  struck  at: 

Mexico  City-  R mintmark 

X 

X 

X 

MX  " 

» 

X 

- 

LIMA  L/y}  mintmark 
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X 

X 

POTOSI 

- 

- 

X 

Santa  Fe  de  Bogota  " 

- 

X 

X 

Guatemala  " 

- 
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X 

Santiago  " 

- 

X 

X 
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Thus  disregarding  the  pillar  dollars  emanating  from  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota 
and  Santiago,  a collection  of  this  nature  would  consist  of  a total  of 
nine  coins,  but  even  some  of  these  are  not  easy  to  locate,  especially 
in  a reasonably  good  condition.  Of  course,  to  these  could  be  added  any 
of  the  varieties  which  have  been  previously  dealt  with. 

En  passant,  it  should  be  mentioned  here  that  these  pillar  dollars  as 
trade  coins  proved  so  successful  and  sought-after,  that  the  Danish- 
Asiatic  Company  of  Copenhagen  decided  in  the  1770 's  to  use  for  its 
Far-Eastern  trade  a coin  of  its  own,  a coin  similar  in  appearance  to 
the  pillar  dollar.  As  a result  of  this,  three  such  issues  took  place 
during  the  same  decade.  Thes  coins  closely  resembled  the  8 reales 
coins,  in  as  much,  on  their  obverse,  the  symbolic  design  of  the  pillar 
dollar  was  retained,  and  on  their  reverse  the  large  shield  was  more 
or  less  of  the  same  shape  as  that  appearing  on  their  Spanish  proto- 
type. The  legends  of  course  had  to  be  different.  For  some  mysterious 
reason  these  coins  became  known  as  the  "Greenland  Piastres",  even 
though  it  is  understood  that  they  never  circulated  in  Greenland.  How- 
ever, theirs  is  a different  story,  a story  which  has  already  ably  been 
dealt  with  by  Harald  Salvesen  of  Oslo  (Norway),  and  which  was  published 
in  the  July,  1982  issue  of  the  N.I.  BULLETIN. 

********************************************************************** 
TORONTO  INTERNATIONAL  AUCTION  CATALOG  NOW  READY 


Nadin-Davis  Numismatics  of  Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  will  be  conducting 
all  auction  sessions  at  this  November's  Toronto  International  Coin 
Fair  (Nov.  18-20).  They  have  announced  that  the  catalog,  which 
contains  many  quality  consignments,  is  now  ready. 

Included  in  the  catalog  are  many  items  of  Canadian  interest,  including 
the  "Virginia  collection"  of  Breton  tokens,  some  250  high-quality 
items  including  a high-grade  Magdalen  Islands  token,  several  "side- 
view"  bank  tokens,  and  extensive  runs  of  the  other  major  Breton  pieces. 
Also  offered  is  a consignment  of  high-quality  LeRoux  medals,  plus 
several  other  unlisted  medals  of  Canadian  origin;  a collection  of 
communion  tokens,  and  other  Canadiana. 

The  ancients  section  includes  a 42-piece  collection  of  the  scarce 
coins  of  the  Sassanian  kingdom,  offered  as  one  lot. 

Among  world  coinage  offered  is  about  100  lots  of  British  hammered 
material,  a strong  area  of  German  coinage  and  an  "odd  and  curious" 
section. 

A "mail  bid  only"  section  contains  a good  offering  of  numismatic  lit- 
erature. 

The  catalog  may  be  obtained  by  sending  $3  to  P.  0.  Box  95,  Station  A, 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada  KIN  8V1 . 

**************************************************************** ****ie 

ANCIENT  GREEK  COIN  TERM:  ALLIANCE  COINS  - Coins  issued  in  Greece  and 

Asia  Minor  by  agreement  between  two  cities.  (W.  R.  Reeves,  NI  #237) 
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NETHERLANDS  COINAGE  DESIGNS 


by  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak,  Palo  Alto,  California,  NI  ffl437 

During  the  German  occupation  of  the  Netherlands  (1940-45),  a series 
of  zinc  coinage  was  struck.  One  of  these  coins,  the  Ih  cent  piece 
(Y-49),  has  always  intrigue  me  because  of  the  obverse  design.  On 

many  occasions  I asked  myself, 
"what  do  the  symbols  on  the 
obverse  represent?".  It  was 
one  of  those  questions  which 
I thought  of  occasionally, 
but  never  seemed  to  answer. 

These  zinc  Ih  cent  coins  were 
struck  only  in  two  years: 

1941  - Mintage  27,600,000 

1942  - Mintage  200,000 

The  1942  dated  coins  are  extremely  scarce  and  are  very  seldom  offered 
for  sale.  Counterfeits  of  this  scarce  date  have  been  reported.  The 
zinc  Ih  cent  coins  continued  in  circulation  well  after  the  war  and 
were  finally  withdrawn  and  demonetized  on  September  15,  1958.  A 1941 
specimen  is  illustrated  above. 


(Enlarged) 


During  a recent  trip  to  the  Nether- 
lands, I stumbled  onto  the  answer 
of  my  question  quite  by  accident. 
While  touring  the  northern provi nee 
of  Friesland,  I observed  similar 
symbols  on  many  of  the  farm  build- 
ings, especially  on  the  top  of 
barns.  My  curiousity  got  the  best 
of  me  and  I stopped  along  the  road 
to  inquire  about  their  significance. 
I was  told  that  it  was  an  "uleboard" 
(translation:  owl  perch  - a place 

for  owls  to  sit/rest).  The  photo 
to  the  left  illustrates  a typical 
example. 


********************************************************************* 


NICARAGUA  - 1983  COINS 


by  John  DeMarais,  Dallas,  Texas,  NI  ((1529 

The  Nicaraguan  50-centavo  coin  is  now  struck  in  nickel -coated  steel 
rather  than  cupro-ni ckel . In  addition,  the  new  piece  was  struck  in 
Britain  instead  of  Mexico.  As  a consequence,  the  1983  coin  has  the 
"British  head"  of  Sandino  rather  than  the  "Mexico  head"  that  appears 
on  the  1980  coin.  The  1983  piece  is  26mm  in  diameter  and  has  a 
reeded  edge. 

The  1983  1 cordoba  coin  is  identical  to  the  cupro-ni ckel  piece  dated 
1980.  Like  the  1980  date,  the  1983  was  struck  at  Mexico  City  in 
cupro-nickel  , is  29mm  in  diameter  and  has  a reeded  edge. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  lease  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
mints  for  the  particular  year. 

VATICAN  CITY  (Cont'd):  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - C; 

Y20  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - 1940;  Y23  - 1941;  Y24  - C;  Y24a  - 1940;  Y25  - 

C;  Y25a  - 1940;  Y26  - C;  Y26a  - 1940;  Y27  - C;  Y27a  - 1940;  Y28  - 

1940;  Y29  - 1940;  Y31  - 1942;  Y32  - 1942;  Y33  - 1942;  Y34  - 1942; 

Y35  - 1942;  Y36  - 1942;  Y37  - 1942;  Y38  - 1942;  Y40  - CX  (194^  Y41  - 

1947;  Y42  - CX  (19WT  Y43  - 1947;  Y44  - C;  Y45  - C;  Y46  - C;  Y47  - C; 

Y49  - CX  (1951,  1955,  1956);  Y50  - Q (1956,  1957);  Y51  - CX  (1955, 
1956,  1957);  Y52  - 1952,  1953;  YA52  - 1958;  Y54  - 1958;  Y55  - CX 
(1957);  Y56  - C;  Y57  - C;  Y58  - 1962;  Y5T“-  1962;  Y60  - 1962;  Y61  - 

1962;  Y62  - 1962;  YA63  - 1962;  YA64  - 1962;  YA65  - 1962;  Y67  - C; 

Y68  - C;  Y69  - C;  Y70  - C;  Y71  - C;  Y72  - C;  Y73  - C;  Y74  - C;  Y75  - C; 

Y76  - C;  Y77  - 1965;  Y78  - 1963;  Y79  - 1963;  Y80  - 1963;  Y81  - 1963; 

Y82  - 1963;  Y83  - 1963;  Y84  - C;  Y85  - C;  Y86  - C;  Y87  - C;  Y88  - C; 

Y89  - C;  Y90  - C;  Y91  - C;  Y92  - C;  Y93  - C;  Y94  - C;  Y95  - C;  Y96  - C; 

Y97  - C;  Y98  - C;  Y99  - C;  YlOO  - C;  YlOl  - C;  Y102  - C;  Y103  - C; 

Y104  - C;  Y105  - C;  Y106  - C;  Y107  - C;  Y108  - C;  Y109  - C;  YllO  - C; 

Yin  - C;  Y112  - C;  Y113  - C;  Y114  - C;  Y115  - C;  Y116  - 1970;  Y117  - 

1970;  Y118  - 1970;  Y119  - 1970;  Y120  - 1970;  Y121  - 1970;  Y122  - 1970; 

Y123"  - 1970. 


VENEZUELA:  Y20  - 1946,  1948;  Y21  - 1929;  Y21a  - CX  (1944);  Y22  - 1935; 

Y23  - 1935,  1936;  Y23a  - C;  Y27  - 1936,  1938;  Y29a  - CX  (1945);  Y30a  - 
C;  Y35  - C;  Y35a  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y36a  - C;  Y37  - C;  Y37a  - 1960;  YA37  - 
1960;  Y38  - C;  Y38a  - C;  Y39  - 1958;  Y40  - C;  YA40  - C;  Y41  - C;  Y42  - 
C;  Y43  - C;  Y44  - C;  Y49  - C to  1977;  Y50  - C to  1978;  Y52  - 1977. 


VIETNAM:  North  - Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y6-C;  Y7  - C.  South  -Y1-C;Y2- 
C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y7a  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y8a  - C; 
Y9  - C;  Y9a  - C;  YIO  - C;  Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C. 

WEST  AFRICAN  STATES:  Y1  - 1961,  1965;  Y2  - 1960,  1965;  Y3  - 1959, 

1964,  1966;  Y4  - 1968,  1969,  1974,  1981 ; Y5  - 1972,  1975. 


WINDWARD  ISLANDS:  C2  - 1731. 

WESTERN  SAMOA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C. 

YEMEN,  REPUBLIC:  Y22  - Q (1383);  Y24  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  YA27  - C; 

Y31  - Aden-Prot.  States  - Ghurfah:  YTO  - C. 

YEMEN,  DEMOCRATIC  REPUBLIC:  So.  Arabia  - Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - Ci 

Y4  - 4.  Yemen  Pern.  Repub.  - Y2  - ^. 

YUGOSLAVIA:  Y4  - 1925;  Y5  - 1925;  Y6  - 1925;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - 

C;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y24  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - 

C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  YA35 

- C;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - C;  Y38  - 1965;  Y39  - C to  1978  X (1973,  1976,  1977) 
Y40  - C to  1975  X (1974);  Y41  - 1965,  1973;  Y42  - C;  YA45  - 1923,1979; 
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Y45  - 1971.  Croatia:  Y1  - C.  Montenegro:  Y3  - 1906;  Y4  - 1906. 
Serbia:  Y15  - CX  (1917);  Y16  - 1912;  Y17  - C;  Y19  - 1915;  Y25  - C. 

ZAIRE:  Belgian  Congo  - Y17  - 1921;  Y18  - 1911,  1922;  Y19  - 1911; 

Y20a  - 1923,  1926;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - 1947;  Y24  - C.  Belg.  Con.  & Ruanda- 
Urundi  - Y28  - C;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - 1957,  1960.  Congo  Dem.  Rep.  - Y1  - 

C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - 1967;  Y4  - 1967.  Katanga  - Y2  - C;  Y3  - C. 

ZAMBIA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C; 

Y8  - C;  Y9  - 1968,  1969,  1972,  1978;  YIO  - 1968;  Yll  - 1968,  1972; 

Y12  - 1968;  Y13  - 1968;  Y14  - C;  Y16  - C. 

*★***★*★★★★★★★*★★★**★★★★*★★*★★★■***■**★★*■*■*★*■*■■*★***■*★★•*■★★•*''*■*★★★*■**•*★■*•★★ 
NUMYSTERIES  REVISITED  - A SOLUTION? 


by  Gvanvyl  G.  Hulse^  Jr.,  Colebrook^  NH.  ^ NI 

In  the  June  1983  issue  of  NIB  (pg.  208),  the  question  was  raised  as 
to  where  the  1878  1 and  2 Centavos  (Y37  and  Y38)  of  Bolivia  were 
struck.  Since  June  there  has  been  an  interesting  exchange  of  corres- 
pondence with  NI  member  George  till,  NI  Article  Editor  Fred  Drost, 
and  with  various  departments  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  rela- 
tive to  these  two  coins. 

To  begin  with  George  till  pointed  out  that  ornithology  was  evidently 
not  my  long  suit  and  that  the  bird  on  the  obverse  of  these  two  coins 
was  not  the  common  every  day  run-of-the-mill  eagle,  but  the  Andean 
Condor  "one  of  the  most  beautiful  (only  when  soaring  overhead)  birds 
to  ever  grace  the  majestic  Andes."  Thus  having  properly  chastised  me 
George  went  on  to  say  that  Absun-Karmy  in  his  work  on  Bolivian  coinage 
indicated  that  the  coins  were  struck  in  Paris.  I then  wrote  Fred 
Drost  who  specializes  in  mintmarks.  He  replied  that  they  looked  too 
shallow  for  Paris  strikes  but  in  as  much  as  private  contractors  con- 
trolled the  Paris  Mint  in  1878  quality  might  not  have  been  an  issue 
so  Paris  could  be  correct.  My  next  port  of  call  was  Francis  Campbell, 
Librarian  for  the  ANS.  I asked  for  the  French  Mint  Reports  for  1878 
but  learned  that  official  mint  reports  did  not  start  until  1896.  Back 
to  George  Li  11  who  then  pointed  me  in  the  direction  of  Richard  Doty, 
Curator  of  Modern  Coins  for  the  ANS.  Mr.  Doty,  in  his  reply,  put  in 
a very  strong  case  for  the  mint  of  issue  being  Potosi  even  though  the 
coins  lacked  the  Potosi  mintmark.  He  further  mentioned  something  that 
I had  not  been  aware  of.  The  coins  are  bronze,  not  copper,  and  he  went 
on  to  say  that  while  the  Bolivians  had  no  trouble  in  striking  copper 
coins  they  did  have  problems  using  bronze.  Thus  the  shallow  strikes 
mentioned  by  Fred  Drost  made  sense.  George  Lill,  when  told  of  Doty's 
comments,  replied  that  the  work  certainly  resembled  Krause's  Pnll 
through  Pn23  and  those  pieces  did  not  carry  the  Potosi  monogram  though 
struck  at  that  mint  during  the  period  when  that  mint  usually  used  a 
monogram. 

It  now  seems  to  me  that  until  such  time  as  we  find  copies  of  official 
Bolivian  documents  specifying  exactly  where  the  coins  were  struck 
we  still  have  a NUMYSTERY.  Until  such  documentation  comes  along  I 
shall  fly  in  the  face  of  convention  and  state  that  it  appears  as  if 
the  bronze  1878  1 and  2 Centavos  of  Bolivia  bearing  the  Andean  Condor 
on  the  obverse  were  struck  by  the  Potosi  mint.  Does  anyone  care  to 
comment  further? 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed  in  this 
section  for  publioation  in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section. ) 


New  Work  on  Roman  Republican  Coinage  Released 


CORPUS  NUMMORVM  ROMANORUM,  Monetazione  Republicana,  by  Alberto  Banti  , 
a major  new  work  on  Roman  Republican  coinage  in  9 volumes  has  been 
released.  This  new  Corpus,  comprising  the  Roman  Republican  "family" 
issues  in  all  metals,  will  form  a companion  series  to  that  dealing 
with  Roman  Imperial  coinage,  the  first  18  volumes  of  which  are  already 
available.  The  arrangement  of  the  coins  is  the  traditional  one, 
adopted  by  Babel  on  almost  a century  ago,  whereby  the  moneyers  are 
grouped  into  families  or  clans  and  are  then  listed  in  alphabetical 
sequence.  This  is  not  a scientific  arrangement,  but  it  is  one  that 
lends  itself  to  ease  of  reference  and  is  thus  ideal  for  all  those  in- 
terested in  classical  numismatics.  Valuable  features  of  this  lavish 
production  are  its  wealth  of  illustrations,  fully  bilingual  text  in 
Italian  and  English,  rarity  grading  for  each  issue  and  valuation  tables 
in  all  volumes  (except  vol . 2).  Also  included  is  a table  of  nearly 
700  smybols  used  as  sequence-marks  on  many  Roman  Republican  issues. 
These  are  beautifully  drawn  and  are  arranged  under  headings,  such  as 
"Agriculture",  "Trade",  "Arts  and  Crafts",  etc.  They  provide  a fas- 
cinating glimpse  of  everyday  artifacts  in  Republican  Rome. 


Vol.  1: 


Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol . 
Vol. 
Vol. 
Vol. 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 


Introduction,  Abbreviations,  Sequence-marks  on  Roman  Republi- 
can issues.  ABURIA  - ATILLIA,  329pp,  1223  illus. 

AUFIDIA  - CALPURNIA,  401pp,  1593  illus. 

CANIDIA  - CORNELIA,  360pp,  1653  illus. 

CORNUFICIA  - GALLIA,  335pp,  1281  illus. 

GARGILIA  - MAMILIA,  325pp,  1495  illus. 

MANLIA  - OPPIA,  327pp,  1339  illus. 

PAPIA  - QUINCTILIA,  317pp,  1519  illus. 

RENIA  - TULLIA,  325pp,  1350  illus. 

VALERIA  - VOLTEIA,  305pp,  851  illus.  Legend  and  classification 
tables . 


This  new  work  is  available  from  Peter  Jones  Numismatic  Books  & Acces- 
sories, Audley  House,  11  Margaret  St.,  London,  WIN  8AT,  England. 

The  set,  £l80  plus  postage  (inland  £7.50,  overseas  £10).  Individual 
volumes  availalbe  at  £20  each  plus  £2  postage. 


Ottawa  Firm  Starts  "Improve  Your  Library"  Programme 

Nadin-Davis  Numismatics  of  P.  0.  Box  95,  Station  A,  Ottawa,  Ontario, 
Canada  KIN  8V1  has  announced  a major  programme  aimed  at  assisting 
numismatists  to  increase  their  library  holdings  and  thus,  provided 
the  books  are  used,  their  knowledge. 


Nadin-Davis  have  been  offering  numismatic  books,  vintage  and  new,  for 
some  time  as  an  adjunct  to  their  major  interest,  rare  world  coins. 
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Now  they  plan  to  offer  an  introductory  package  to  numismatists  inter- 
ested in  building  a working  library  on  Canadian  and  world  numismatics. 

For  an  initial  payment  of  $75  (Canadian),  collectors  will  receive  a 
package  of  10  numismatic  books  (heavy  to  Canadian  numismatics).  In 
addition,  collectors  who  purchase  this  initial  package  will  receive 
monthly  catalogs  containing  further  offerings  of  numismatic  books 
throughout  1984,  and  will  have  the  opportunity  to  consult  with  the 
firm  on  ways  to  improve  their  library  holdings.  There  will,  however, 
be  no  further  obligation  to  purchase  anything. 

While  the  "package  deal"  is  basically  slanted  to  cater  to  Canadian 
numismatists  wishing  to  expand  their  knowledge  about  both  Canadian 
and  world  numismatics,  there  is  plenty  of  scope  in  the  programme  for 
the  collector  to  determine  the  way  in  which  he/she  will  proceed  to 
build  a library.  Indeed,  some  collectors  may  wish  simply  to  take 
advantage  of  the  first  offering,  and  wait  ahile  before  deciding  where 
their  further  interests  lie. 

********************************************************************* 
NEW  YORK  INTERNATIONAL  SHOW  SET  FOR  DECEMBER  - NI  TO  PARTICIPATE 


The  annual  New  York  International  Numismatic  Convention  will  be  held 
this  year  from  December  10th-12th  at  the  Sheraton  Centre  Hotel,  7th 
Avenue  between  52nd  and  53rd  Sts.,  New  York  City. 

Activities  include  five  major  sales,  exhibits,  bourse  (92  tables  with 
110  dealers,  including  30  from  overseas)  and  several  special  activities 

The  Numismatics  International  Forum  will  be  held  Saturday  afternoon, 
Dec.  10th,  at  3:30  P.M.  The  NI  meeeting  will  hear  Nancy  Waggoner, 
Curator  of  Greek  Coins,  American  Numismatic  Society,  speaking  on  "When 
did  Coins  Really  Make  their  First  Appearance?".  The  second  speaker, 
William  Metcalf,  Chief  Curator  and  Curator  of  Roman  any  Byzantine 
Coins,  American  Numismatic  Society,  will  discuss  "Women  on  Roman  Coins" 
Hosting  this  NI  Forum  will  be  Leslie  Elam,  Director  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society. 

In  addition  to  the  NI  meeting,  there  will  be  also  be  meetings  held 
by  La  Soci^t^  Am^ricaine  pour  I'Etude  de  la  Numismatique  Franfaise, 
Oriental  Numismatic  Society,  International  Bank  Note  Society,  Lith- 
uanian Numismatic  Association,  British  Commonwealth  Numismatic  Society, 
Society  for  Medieval  Numismatics  and  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society. 

The  American  Numismatic  Society  will  have  a booth  to  acquaint  visitors 
with  the  Society's  activities  and  future  goals,  and  describe  its  new 
permanent  exhibit,  "The  World  of  Coins". 

Inquiries  and  hotel  reservation  forms  may  be  obtained  from  The  New  York 
International  Numismatic  Conevention,  P.  0.  Box  2133,  Teaneck,  N.J. 
07666  (telephone:  201-224-9581,  afternoons  and  evenings  only). 

************************************************************************* 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Juan  Bautista  Ri varola-Paol i . HISTORIA  MONETARIA  DEL  PARAGUAY  - 
MONEDAS,  BANCOSy  CREDITO  PUBLICO.  Asuncion,  1982.  599pp,  plus  in- 

dex. Tables,  notes,  and  detailed  bibliography.  Soft  cover.  Avail- 
able from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  N. , Virginia,  MN  55792, 

$29.00  postpaid  in  the  U.S. 

This  is  an  extremely  detailed  work.  The  only  other  work  on  the  sub- 
ject known  to  me  is  ANALISIS  DE  LA  HISTORIA  BANCARIA  MONETARIA  DEL 
PARAGUAY j a valuable  detailed  work  and  compared  to  this, it  appears 
to  only  be  a synopsis  of  Paraguayan  monetary  history. 

The  book  is  divided  into  7 parts  covering  the  following:  the  Span- 

ish period  covering  the  early  period  of  trade  until  the  introduction 
of  Spanish  coins  in  1789;  the  creation  of  the  first  Paraguayan  coin- 
age in  the  early  independence  period;  and  the  monetary  situation 
during  the  reign  of  the  Lopez  family  and  the  chaos  during  the  war 
of  the  triple  alliance.  This  third  part  covers  the  aftermath  of 
the  war  of  the  triple  alliance  until  the  opening  of  the  Oficina  de 
Cambios  in  1916.  The  remaining  4 parts  cover  the  1920  to  date 
period. 

Much  attention  is  given  to  the  falsification  of  both  coins  and  bank- 
notes in  the  various  periods. 


Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Tomas  Solcy  Guell.  HISTORIA  MONETARIA  DE  COSTA  RICA.  Published  by 
Imprenta  Nacional,  San  Jose,  1926.  286pp,  fold-out  charts,  tables, 

index  and  appendix. 

This  book  is  divided  into  68  chapters  including,  but  not  limited  to, 
information  on  the  following  subjects:  colonial  monetary  regime, 

the  Central  American  Colonial  Mint,  the  Provisional  Mint,  first 
monetary  law,  the  first  banks,  banks,  coinage  during  the  dictator- 
ship, the  banks  of  emission  (1876-1891),  the  bills  of  silver,  the 
emissions  of  the  state  and  various  other  matter. 

All  in  all,  a well  done  financial  history  of  Costa  Rica. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 

BELIZE  1975  COINAGE 

In  1975  this  small  Caribbean  country  had  two  distinctly  different 
coin  series  in  circulation.  The  British  Royal  Mint  struck  Queen's 
head  coins  in  1,  5,  10,  25  and  50  cent  values,  while  the  Franklin 
Mint  (Penn.)  struck  the  "Birds  of  Belize"  series  including  the  1 
cent  thru  the  50  cents  and  a small  quantity  of  silver  $1,  5 and  10 
dollar  coins  for  the  Christmas  season. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Robert  F.  Kriz,  1980  N.  Atlantic,  #809,  Cocoa  Beach,  FL  32931:  Have 

an  Italian  and  several  Mexican  Mint  Reports  to  trade  for  Royal  Mint 
Reports.  Also,  have  commenced  writing  a book  on  British  Sovereigns 
1817-1982,  issued  for  currency  purposes,  and  invite  correspondence 
from  members  with  rare  pieces  and  who  have  interesting  stories  and 
comments . 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like 

to  buy  one  or  more  copies  of  EL  BILLETS  EN  EL  PERU  by  Eduardo  Dargent. 
Also  need  copies  of  Holland  Wallace  fixed  price  list  #9. 

Gerald  Brown,  2605  Tangerine  St.,  ‘gakersfiel d,  CA  93306:  Need  many 

varieties  and  types  of  Singapore  Tokens  for  my  collection.  Also  int- 
erested in  obscure  coins  and  tokens  originating  from  the  Malaysian 
area.  I would  be  happy  to  hear  from  anyone  who  has  this  type  of 
material  for  sale  or  trade. 

Cyril  Trvalec,  36  Garland  Rd. , Pollard  des  Ormeaux,  Quebec,  Canada 
H9G  2P4:  Need  to  buy  the  following  coins,  all  base  metal  coinage  in 
UNC  and  BU  up  to  1975:  Czechoslovakia  5 Haleru  1924  (Y-2);  1 Koruna 

1966  Proof  (Y-68)  and  10  Korun  1933  (Y-12).  Also  need  Slovak  coinage 
in  minimum  UNC  and  Bohemia-Moravia  in  strictly  BU.  All  trial  strikes. 
Also,  all  off-metal  strikes.  Please  offer.  Write  first.  No  Commem- 
oratives.  No  Gold. 

Carling  Gresham,  P.  0.  Box  580,  Pomona  Park,  FL  32081:  WANTED  - Latin 

American  Numismatic  Bibliographies,  or  other  bibliographies  containing 
numismatic  citations,  any  "western"  language.  Urgenty  needed  for 
research  project,  which  will  produce  ultimately  a comprehensive, 
annotated  LA  numis-bibliography.  Please  write  and  tell  me  what  you 
have;  all  responses  will  be  answered.  Will  buy  those  items  not  al- 
ready in  my  library;  if  not  for  sale,  would  request  loan  for  up  to  30 
days,  I pay  your  postage.  I will  take  care  of  your  books.  Thank  you. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX 
(6)  MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage, 
including  sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send 
to  NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  West- 
port,  Conn.  06880,  U.S.A. 

WANTED:  Contributors  to  this  page.  The  Member  Notice  Page  is  FREE 

to  all  NI  members.  About  the  only  rules  are  no  "for  sale"  items  will 
be  accepted  and  all  responses  requiring  a reply  must  be  answered. 

In  months  in  which  the  page  should  become  over-subscribed,  priority 
will  be  given  to  research  type  notices. 

********************************************************************** 


H.K.  DISCOVERY:  A Hong  Kong  1964  H-mintmarked  5 cent  coin  was  discov- 

ered. It  is  the  only  H.K.  5 cent  coin  struck  (no  London  or  Kings 
Norton)  for  that  year,  reported  Jerry  Remick. 
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